Multiple mu opiate receptors.
In addition to morphine-selective mu 2 and enkephalin-preferring delta sites, recent evidence supports the presence within the central nervous system of a common site with very high affinity for both enkephalins and opiates termed the mu 1 site. This concept of a common, very high affinity site for multiple neurotransmitters is a unique concept in neuropharmacology, differing from classical transmitter systems which possess multiple receptor classes for a single transmitter. This review will address both the biochemical and pharmacological evidence supporting the existence of this site.